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2ND SEPTEhlBB:R, 1963. 

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 

DEFJmCE ORGANISATION STEWRING COI!t1HT'l'EE 

DEFENCE COUNCIl· I NSTRUCTIONS 

Report by the Committee 

We have been considering the issue of instructions to 
supersede Admiralty Fleet Orders, Army Council Inst ructions 
and Air Ministry Orders. As background we have t akeri as 
"uidance the statement in the White Paper (para. 23) that 
lall regulations , orders, and instructions hi therto issued 
by the Board of Admiralty and by the Army and Air Cvuncils 
will be issued under ' the authority . ~ f' the Def'ence Council . 
The titles of' t h e var~OUB regulations, orders and instructions 
w111 be reviewed and E'.l tered as necessary". 

2. In line with this guidance we a gree that A,F.a's" A.C.I's 
and A.M.O s should in future issue 6.8 Defence Cnuncil 
Inetructl.one, D.e.ls (RN) (Army) and (RAF). All issues should 
go out over the s i gnature of the Permanent Secretary, ' ~inistry 
or Def'ence. -... , 

3 . We have considerea the posaible need for arrangements 
to be made to issue a fourth series of D.C.ls (General). 
Vie find it diff'icul t to jud~e how far it will prove n~~::~ary" 
or desirable to is sue instructions in this series at 
to begin with. Almost all instructions a t present need 
a~justment to meet single Service needs, and, although f' or 
the f'utur e we f'oresee thnt there Day be general instructions 
af'fect1ne all three Services which will go out e a D. C.l s 
(General), we do not believe that there is any calJ. for an 
edl.torial Section for D.C.ls (General) at this stage . 

4. We agree on uniform Parts system f'or all ~ect ~ QnB or 
Defence Council Instructions: 

I. Administrative and General. 

11. Service Per sonnel. 

Ill. Operational and Training. 

IV. EqUipment, Stores and Servicing. 

V. Booka , Correspondence, Forms and Stationery. 

VI. Civilian Personnel. 

VII. Confidential. 

VIII. Miscellaneous Series. 
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5 . Parts VI, VII and VIII would if n e cessary each be 1SBt.~~t: separ ately from Parts I t o V and on different scales of distribution to suit 1na.iv i dua l Service requirements . They,· could be number ed 1n separ ate series e . g . CIV/:! , CIV/2 an!i,· CONF/1, CONF/2 etc . 

6 . D.C. l s shoul d not bear I ssue numbers. Issues should, b e known by the Serial nurnber e of the D. G.ls they contained. 
7 . A specimen .copy showing t he proposed des~~n of the cover page for a ll sections of D.e . ls i s attached at Annex. The body of the D. e . I. wiD. start of page 3 with 

(a) a list of D.e.ls issued sepa~ ately since the previous weekly is sue, and 

(b) a lis t of contents of material published i n the ensuing pasea . 

8 . H. i:i.S.O ; are conSi dering whether all D. e .l s should h ave punch holes to accommodate the di fferent types of binder in current use or whether a change should be made t o a unifor m b inder for all sections . 

9 . A common i SBue de:i:..e for all scct .L;..,ns W. ulaol'l ... dv:,mt ageouG, and H. M. S . D. a r e investiGstlng Press capacity; the issue day should not be later than Wednesday at' each week . .spec i a l :!nstructions outside the main weekly issue, but numbereG. in ;:;'-the n or mal secti on ser i es , would also be issued. on any day ) as circumstances reqm.red . (In the case of' the Ci vilian or Conf'ident i al series, ~he specials would slmil::~rly be nUIllbc.red in the ir r espective series ). No special dis t r:l.bution problems . a r e envisaged . 

10 . All r egular and special D.C . I . issues should b ear the date on which delivery to the main U. K. recipients was expected. 
)-. 

. 11 . We bel~eve that three year s should be the maximum length of life for all sec tions of D.e . ls . We ha ve asked Departmen ts to consider fur t her whether 1t could be r educed to two years. We have also asked them to consider the cate on which D. C, I ~~ sh ould cease to h ave effect (unless r enewed) ~nd to see whether .they' can introduce a common practice i n t h is reS1)ec£t . On the i ndexing sys tem we believe tho.t f'or t he time being each Series of D.e.ls s hould f ollow existing Service pr act ice . 
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